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PHILOSOPHY

The faculty and staff at AVHS Global Leadership Academy agree with the philosophy of the International
Baccalaureate Program that “encourages students across the world to become active, compassionate and
lifelong learners and that other people with their differences, can also be right.” We would also interpret
that statement to mean that students in special educational needs can be and should be active, vital,
successful participants in the IB Diploma Program, Advanced Placement Program, Honors and College
Prep programs. In other words, all students in the AVHS Global Leadership Academy are encouraged and 
challenged to reach their full academic potential. It is the responsibility of the school to provide equal access 
to programs and the support necessary to accommodate the unique needs of these students.

We realize that inclusion is an “ongoing process that aims to increase access and engagement for all
students by identifying and removing barriers”.

The IB Learner Profile applies to all students. Students “may benefit from adaptations to general teaching
approaches, but in general pupils with SEN do not need qualitatively different pedagogy.” (Kershner
2007:486) Educational research has shown that there is a benefit to all students when SEN students are
not taught separately by a specialist, but when collaboration and planning is done by all teachers who are
a part of the student’s educational experience. 

IDENTIFICATION

The Global Leadership Academy will be open to any students with the intellectual capacity to meet all
assessment requirements for diploma candidates. Currently Arroyo Valley High School offers special
education services to students with a wide variety of disabilities including learning disabilities, hearing
impairments (deaf and hard of hearing), language and communication disorders, speech and language
impairments, emotional and behavioral difficulties, other Health Impairments (such as ADHD, arthritis,
etc) and autism. Students with special needs (defined as a student on an IEP, a 504 plan or having a
medical condition as diagnosed by a physician) will be counseled regarding the rigor and requirements of
the IBDP program. 

SPECIAL EDUCATION DEFINED BY THE CALIFORNIA EDUCATION CODE

The California Education Code (Section 56031) defines special education as:

Specially designed instruction to meet the unique needs of individuals with exceptional needs, whose 
educational needs cannot be met with modification of the general instruction program
Related services that help individuals with special needs to benefit from specially designed instruction. 

Special education is an integral part of the total public education system. Other features of special education 
are:

• It is provided in a way that promotes maximum interaction between students with and without 
disabilities in a manner which is appropriate to the needs of both;

• Services are provided at no cost to parents;
• It provides a full range of program options to meet the educational and service requirements of 

individuals with exceptional needs in the least restrictive environment (LRE). The LRE is generally the 
setting that is most similar to those attended by general education students.



ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

OF THE SCHOOL

The school counselors will provide guidance and information to students with special needs and their
families regarding the IBDP requirements.

The Support Services Specialist and School Psychologist will provide the IBDP Coordinator and the
IBDP teachers with IEP and 504 paperwork, including documentation of classroom and testing
accommodations.

The Support Services Specialist will host and convene IEP meetings for special education students. The
School Psychologist will host and convene 504 meetings. The IBDP Coordinator and IB teachers will be
invited to these meetings.

The IB Coordinator in conjunction with the Support Services Specialist will apply to IBO for students’
accommodations for assessments and will provide the IBO with all available and necessary
documentation regarding needs, requirements, and accommodations, but in the end must abide by the
judgment and provisions if the IBO. 

The IB Coordinator and the Support Services Specialist will facilitate the provision of accommodations
that are listed in the student’s IEP or 504. These accommodations might include, but are not limited to the
following: extended time, rest periods, audio recordings, listening devices, interpreting, word processing,
enlarged print… as needed or required.

The Support Services Specialist and school psychologist will work closely with the IBDP faculty to
ensure that teaching methods and resources are appropriate for the students with special educational
needs.

They will also work with the DP Coordinator in consultation with IB Cardiff to follow procedures in
applying for arrangements for the students during their preparation of work for assessment and in their
written examinations to insure that the testing accommodations included in the student’s IEP or 504 are
approved.

The classroom teachers will be familiar with the needs of their special education students and their
specific accommodations. They will consult with the Support Services Specialist and School Psychologist
on strategies and resources to provide for the success of the students with special needs.

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE PARENT AND STUDENT

The parent and/or student will notify the school of any history of special education services.

The parents will provide the school with any 504, IEP or medical documentation.

Parents will be proactive in communicating with teachers, counselor and IB coordinator regarding their
child’s participation in the IBDP.

Students will also be proactive in asking for assistance and communicating their needs.

Students will adhere to all other South Hills’ policies such as the Academic Honesty policy and
Attendance and Behavior policies.






